






305. To whom does God give daily bread?

Bible passages:

1187) Matthew 5:45 - . . . for He makes His sun rise on the evil and 
on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.

1188) Acts 14:17 - “Nevertheless He did not leave Himself without 
witness, in that He did good, gave us rain from heaven and 
fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness.”

1189) Genesis 8:22 - “While the earth remains, seedtime and 
harvest, and cold and heat, and winter and summer, and day 
and night shall not cease.”

1190) Psalm 104:14 - He causes the grass to grow for the cattle, 
and vegetation for the service of man, that he may bring forth 
food from the earth . . .

 God gives daily bread to everyone, including unbelievers.

306. Why does God give people their daily bread?

Bible narrative:

1191) Luke 12:15-21 - The rich young man learned that a man’s 
life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.

Bible passages:

1192) Matthew 6:33 - “But seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.”

1193) Acts 17:26,30 - And [God] has made from one blood every 
nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth . . . Truly, 
these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands 
all men everywhere to repent.

1194) Matthew 4:4 - “’Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’”

 Of His great goodness God gives daily bread to people in 
order to preserve their lives during their time of grace.
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Time of grace: period 
of our lives here on 
this earth during 
which God brings 
people His Word, 
especially the Gospel



307. If we receive our daily bread anyway, why does Jesus 
teach us to pray for it?

Bible passages:

1195) Psalm 107:1 - Oh, give thanks to the LORD, 
for He is good! For His mercy endures forever.

1196) Luke 11:3 - “Give us day by day our daily bread.”

1197) 1 Peter 5:7 - . . . casting all your care upon Him, 
for He cares for you.

1198) 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12 - For even when we were with 
you, we commanded you this: if anyone will not work, 
neither shall he eat. For we hear that there are some who 
walk among you in a disorderly manner, not working at all, 
but are busybodies.  Now those who are such we command 
and exhort through our Lord Jesus Christ that they work in 
quietness and eat their own bread.

1199) 1 Timothy 6:8 - And having food and clothing, with these 
we shall be content.

Jesus teaches us to pray for daily bread so that:

a. We realize who gives us what we need for our bodily life.

b. We thank Him for all that He gives us.

c. We recognize our Savior’s daily care of His people.

d. We learn to be content with the “daily bread” 
our God gives to His people.
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308. What are we saying about ourselves when we pray 
this petition?

Bible passages:

1200) Luke 15:21 - “Father, I have sinned against heaven and in 
your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.”

1201) Psalm 51:3,4 - For I acknowledge my transgressions, 
and my sin is ever before me.  Against You, You only, 
have I sinned, and done this evil in Your sight.

1202) Psalm 143:2 - Do not enter into judgment with Your 
servant, for in Your sight no one living is righteous.

1203) Genesis 32:10 - “I am not worthy of the least of all 
the mercies and of all the truth which You have shown 
Your servant . . .”

 We confess that we are guilty of many sins and deserve 
punishment because of them.
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THE FIFTH PETITION

(God Forgives Sins.)

“And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.”

What does this mean?
We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would 

not look on our sins or deny our prayer because of them. 
We are not worthy of things for which we are asking, 

neither have we deserved them. However, we ask that our 
Father would by His grace give us what we ask; even though 

we sin often every day and indeed deserve 
nothing but punishment. We, too, will from our hearts 

gladly forgive and do good to all those who sin against us.
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309. What do we ask in this petition?

Bible passages:

1204) Psalm 51:1 - Have mercy upon me, O God, according to 
Your lovingkindness; according to the multitude of Your tender 
mercies, blot out my transgressions.

1205) Psalm 51:9 - Hide Your face from my sins, and blot out 
all my iniquities.

1206) Jeremiah 31:34 - “For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin 
I will remember no more.”

1207) Luke 11:4 - “And forgive us our sins, for we also forgive 
everyone who is indebted to us.”

 a. In this petition we ask God to 
forgive our sins.

_ _ _ _ _

Bible passages:

1208) Psalm 55:1 - Give ear to my prayer, O God, and do not hide 
Yourself from my supplication.

1209) Psalm 66:20 - Blessed be God, who has not turned away my 
prayer, nor His mercy from me!

b. We also ask that God would not deny our prayer 
because of our sins.

310. How do we show that we appreciate God’s forgiving us?

Bible narrative:

1210) Matthew 18:15-35 - Jesus used a parable to tell about the 
importance of our forgiving one another.

1211) Genesis 50:15-21 - Joseph forgave his brothers for all the bad 
things they had done to him.

Bible passages:

1212) Matthew 6:14,15 - “For if you forgive men their trespasses, 
your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not 
forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive 
your trespasses.”

1213) Ephesians 4:32 - And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, just as God in Christ also forgave you.

 As we have been forgiven by our loving God, so we also gladly 
forgive those who sin against us.
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Forgive: to take away; 
to send away



311. What is temptation?

Bible narratives:

1214) Job 1 and 2 - Job’s faith was tested.

Bible passages:

1215) Genesis 22:1 - Now it came to pass after these things that 
God tested Abraham . . .

1216) John 6:5,6 - Then Jesus lifted up His eyes and seeing a great 
multitude coming toward Him, He said to Philip, “Where shall 
we buy bread, that these may eat?” But this He said to 
test him . . .

 a. God tests His people from time to time to make their 
faith stronger.

_ _ _ _ _

Bible narratives:

1217) Genesis 3 - The devil tempted Eve and Adam 
to disobey God.

1218) Matthew 4:1-11 - Jesus was tempted by the devil to forget 
about dying to save sinners.

1219) 2 Samuel 11:1-12:23 - David was tempted into the sins of 
murder and adultery.

1220) John 13:2 - The devil tempted Judas to betray Jesus.
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THE SIXTH PETITION

(God Helps Us Overcome Temptations.)

“And lead us not into temptation.”

What does this mean?
God indeed tempts no one; but we pray in this petition that He 

would guard and keep us so that the devil, the world, and our flesh 
do not deceive us or lead us into misbelief, hopelessness, or any 
other shameful or sinful acts; and, although we are tempted by 

them, we ask that we win in the end and keep the victory.
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Bible passages:

1221) James 1:13-15 - Let no one say when he is tempted, 
“I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, 
nor does He Himself tempt anyone. But each one is tempted 
when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 
Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; 
and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.

1222) Proverbs 1:10 - My son, if 
sinners entice you, 
do not consent.

1223) Revelation 12:9 - So the great 
dragon was cast out, that serpent 
of old, called the Devil and Satan, 
who deceives the whole world . . .

b. In this petition temptation means any encouragement 
to sin. The devil creates a situation which makes sin look 
acceptable, attractive, and enjoyable.

312. What are we asking for in this petition?

Bible passage:

1224) 2 Thessalonians 3:3 - But the Lord is faithful, who will 
establish you and guard you from the evil one.

 a. We ask God to keep temptation away from us.

_ _ _ _ _

Bible narrative:

1225) Ephesians 6:10-17 - God provides the proper armor to 
repel the attacks of the devil.

1226) Romans 8:31-39 - Because of Christ’s saving work we are 
convinced that nothing can separate us from the love of God 
in His Son.
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Entice: to lure into sin

Deceive: to trick into 
sinning



Bible passages:

1227) 1 Corinthians 10:12,13 - Therefore let him who thinks he 
stands take heed lest he fall. No temptation has overtaken 
you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, 
who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you 
are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of 
escape, that you may be able to bear it.

1228) Matthew 26:41 - “Watch and pray, lest you enter 
into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, 
but the flesh is weak.”

1229) Hebrews 4:15 - For we do not have a High Priest who 
cannot sympathize with our weakness, but was in all points 
tempted as we are, yet without sin.

b. When temptations come, we ask God to give us strength to 
reject the enemy attacks, so that we win in the end and keep 
the victory.
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313. What is meant by EVIL?

Bible narratives:

1230) Genesis 3:16-24 - God removed Adam and Eve from 
Paradise after they sinned.  He also added sorrows and 
difficulties to their life.

1231) Job 1 and 2 - Job suffered the loss of family and property. 

1232) Romans 8:18-23 - The whole creation suffers because of 
human sin.

Bible passages:

1233) 2 Corinthians 4:8 - We are hard pressed on every side. . .

1234) Luke 6:45 - “. . . an evil man out of the evil treasure of his 
heart brings forth evil.”

1235) 1 John 5:19 - The whole world lies under the sway of the 
wicked one.

1236) Matthew 9:4 - But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, 
“Why do you think evil in your hearts?”

 Evil is everything bad that happens to people, or that is 
thought or done because of sin.
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THE SEVENTH PETITION

(God Delivers Us from What Is Bad.)

“But deliver us from evil.”

What does this mean?
We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would deliver us 

from every evil to body and soul, property and reputation, 
and finally, when our last hour comes, give us a joyful end 

and graciously take us from this valley of sorrows 
to Himself in heaven.
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314. What do we ask of God in this petition?

Bible passage:

1237) Psalm 91:10 - No evil shall befall you, nor shall any plague 
come near your dwelling.

a. We ask God to keep evil away from us.

_ _ _ _ _

Bible passages:

1238) Acts 14:22 - “We must through many tribulations enter the 
kingdom of God.”

1239) Hebrews 12:6 - For whom the LORD loves He chastens, and 
scourges every son whom He receives.

1240) Romans 8:28 - And we know that all things work together 
for good to those who love God, to those who are the called 
according to His purpose.

1241) 2 Corinthians 4:17 - For our light affliction, which is but for 
a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory.

1242) Matthew 16:24 - “If anyone desires to come after Me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.”

1243) 1 Peter 5:10 - But may the God of all grace, who called us 
to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a 
while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.

b. We ask God to use the difficulties and hardships of our lives 
for our good.

_ _ _ _ _

Bible passages:

1244) 2 Timothy 4:18 - And the Lord will deliver me from every 
evil work and preserve me for His heavenly kingdom.

1245) Philippians 1:23 - For I am hard pressed between the two, 
having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far 
better.

1246) Revelation 21:4 - And God will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor 
crying; and there shall be no more pain, for the former things 
have passed away. 

c. We ask God to give us a joyful end and take us from the evil 
of this world to Himself in His heavenly kingdom.
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Tribulation: trouble



315. Who receives all the credit for our spiritual life 
and salvation?

Bible passages:

1247) Philippians 2:13 - . . .for it is God who works in you both 
to will and to do for His good pleasure.

1248) Revelation 7:10-12 - “Salvation 
belongs to our God who sits on 
the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
And all the angels . . . worshiped 
God, saying, “Amen!  Blessing and glory and wisdom, 
thanksgiving and honor and power and might, be to our 
God forever and ever. Amen.”

 The Triune God receives all the credit for our spiritual life and 
salvation. We honor Him with our thanks.
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THE DOXOLOGY

(God Gets All the Credit.)

“For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen.”

Doxology: word of 
glory or praise
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316. Why do we say, “Amen,” at the end of this and 
other prayers?

Bible passages:

1249) 1 John 5:14 - Now this is the confidence that we have in 
Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.

1250) John 16:23 - Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you 
ask the Father in My name He will give you.  (For “Most 
assuredly” the King James Version has “Verily, verily, . ..  “; the 
words in the original are “Amen, amen.”)

1251) 2 Timothy 1:12 - . . .for I know whom I have believed and 
am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed 
to Him until that Day.

1252) Romans 8:38,39 - For I am persuaded that neither death 
nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any 
other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love 
of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

 When we say “Amen,” we express that we are sure that God 
hears our prayers and answers them.

T O  G O D  A L O N E

B E L O N G S  T H E  G L O R Y !
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THE DOXOLOGY

What does "Amen" mean?
“Amen” means 

that I should be certain that these petitions are really heard 
by the Father in heaven; for He Himself has instructed us 

to pray in this way and promised that He will hear us.
“Amen! amen!” that is, 

“Yes, indeed, it shall be so.”
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Completion information   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

The Ten Commandments   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
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 The Office of the Keys and Confession   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 The Sacrament of the Altar   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 The Lord’s Prayer    _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
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MARTIN LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM



P E R S O N A L  F A M I L Y  I N F O R M A T I O N

N A M E S  O F  C O N F I R M A T I O N  C L A S S  M A T E S



ABORTION. The killing of an unborn baby.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59

ABSOLVE. To announce the forgiveness of sins. Absolution.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 259

ADMONITION. A warning, especially when one is in spiritual danger. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47

ADULTERY. Sexual sins, especially of those who are married . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70

AGNOSTIC. A person who does not know if there is a God and 
does not believe there is a way to find out.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115

AMEN. Yes. So shall it be. Truly.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 316

ANGELS. Spirit beings created by God.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 117

APOSTLE. A person specially “sent,” a special representative. 
The title is used to describe the 12 disciples of Jesus, Paul, 
and only a few others.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109

ASCEND. To go up. The ascension of Christ refers to His “ascending into heaven” 
so that He was no longer able to be seen by His disciples. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160

ATHEIST. A person who says there is no God.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29, 115

ATONE. To set things right; to set things straight. 
Christ atoned--set things right--between God and mankind 
by dying to save human beings from their sins. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150

ATTRIBUTE. A characteristic of anyone or of God. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111, 134, 174

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

BAPTISM. A sacrament in which water is used in connection with God’s word.. . . . . . 222

BAPTIZE. To apply water. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 223

BELIEVEBELIEVE. To trust and rely completely upon God.. To trust and rely completely upon God.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114114

BELIEVER. One who trusts in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of his or her sins.  . . . . . . 114

BETRAY. To tell someone’s secrets.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85

BIBLE. Book. This word is used most often to describe God’s Book. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6ff

BLASPHEME. To curse and make fun of God.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34, 295

D I C T I O N A R Y  A N D  I N D E X  ( R E F E R E N C E S  A R E  T O  Q U E S T I O N  N U M B E R S )
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CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. The execution of a person guilty 
of a serious crime (murder, for example).   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  58

CATECHISM. A handbook of instruction, usually of Bible teachings. Introduction. . . . . . .  1

CHRIST. The Anointed One. Hebrew--the Messiah. 
The title and official name of our Savior. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141

CHRISTIAN. One who believes in Christ for the forgiveness of his or her sins. Believer. 191

CHURCH. A group specially “called out.” The Holy Christian Church is the 
group of all the believers wherever they are in the world. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  188

CHURCH DISCIPLINE. What Christians do to help a fellow believer who has sinned. . 249

CHURCH FELLOWSHIP. The sharing of worship and joint church work.   . . . . . . . . . . 197

CLOSE COMMUNION. The confession of our church that those who commune 
together share the same confession of faith. They are close, that is, near, 
to each other. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 278

COMMUNION. A “coming together into one.” This word is often used to 
refer to the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 188, 192, 262

CONCEIVE. To start a (human) being. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136

CONDEMN. To declare, “Guilty.”   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 209

CONFESS. To say openly; to admit. Confession. It is used especially 
of one’s faith (as in a creed); or of one’s sins.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 256

CONFIRMATION. A strengthening. It is a custom of the church in 
which a person “confirms” his or her baptismal vow by making 
his or her own confession of faith. 

CONSCIENCE. The inner voice which makes us feel good when we are doing 
something right and makes us feel bad when we are doing something wrong. . . 3

CONTRITION. Sorrow for sins.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 240

CONVERSION. The act of “turning” an unbeliever into a believer.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 178

COVET. To have a sinful desire. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91

CREATE. To make something out of nothing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116

CREED. A statement of faith - of what one believes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109

CRUCIFY. To execute by putting a criminal on a cross. Crucifixion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 153

CURSE. To wish evil.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

DAMNATION. The punishment of unbelievers in hell.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 214

DEATH. Separation; the consequence of sin. See Romans 6:23. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102

DECEIVE.DECEIVE. To trick, especially in a sinful way.  To trick, especially in a sinful way. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 311311

DENOMINATION. A group of congregations which share a distinctive doctrine.   . . . . 196

DESPISE. To have no respect for.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40
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DEVIL. The chief fallen angel, also called Satan. Devils - a name for the fallen angels.  . 311

DISCIPLE. A student. In the Bible the word disciple usually refers to a follower of Jesus.  287

DIVORCE. The end of a marriage other than by the death of a spouse.   . . . . . . . . . . . . 70
DOCTRINE. A teaching, especially of the Bible. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

ENGAGEMENT. A promise to be married. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68
ENLIGHTEN. To “turn the light on.” This word describes how the Spirit teaches 

us about the death of Christ, the forgiveness of our sins, and the many gifts 
He gives His people to aid in their use and preaching of the gospel. He gives His people to aid in their use and preaching of the gospel.   . . . . . . . .   . . . . . . . . 181181

ENMITY. Hatred. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 170, 301

EPISTLE. Letter. As in the epistles of Paul. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

ETERNAL. Timeless - used to describe God and to tell of the believers life 
with Him after Judgment Day.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111, 215

ETERNAL LIFE. The timeless fellowship of believers with Christ in Heaven.   . . . . . . . . 215

ETERNAL DEATH. The timeless separation of unbelievers from Christ in hell.   . . 102, 214

EVANGELIST. A speaker or writer of good news. It is often used to refer to 
the writers of the Gospels in the New Testament. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

EVOLUTION. A false theory of origins.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 121

EXALTATION. The state of Christ’s life when He was restored to full use of 
His divine powers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155

EXCOMMUNICATE. To end the communion, or fellowship. Excommunication. 
This word describes the action of a church regarding one of its members 
who is obviously impenitent.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 252

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

FAITH. The act of believing. Trust.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114

FALL OF MAN. A phrase used to describe the time when Adam and Eve “fell” 
into sin. See Genesis 3. into sin. See Genesis 3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9898

FALSE PROPHET. A person who teaches anything contrary to the word of God. . . . . 201

FALSE WITNESS. Any talk which comes out of a “false” or hateful heart.   . . . . . . . . . . 84

FATHER. The first person of God, equal to the Son and the Holy Spirit.   . . . . . . . . . . . 112

FELLOWSHIP. A sharing; a communion. See Church Fellowship.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 197

FLESH. The sinful nature of a human being.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98, 238

FORGIVE. To get rid of; to take away. Forgiveness. The Bible speaks of the 
forgiveness of sins won on the cross through the death of Jesus Christ. . . 207, 309

FORNICATION. All manner of sexual sins; sexual sins especially of the unmarried. . . . . 70
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GOD. The Almighty One. The true God is the Triune God described in the Bible.   . . . . . 26

GOSPEL. Good News. The word is used in the Bible to describe the good news 
about the love of God in Christ Jesus, who died on the cross to save 
all people from their sins.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

GRACE. Undeserved kindness; a special favor. The word is used of God’s 
special love in sending Jesus to be the Savior. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18, 219

GUILT. The fact of having done something wrong against the law. Guilty. 
Guilt is also the feeling our conscience gives us when we know we’ve 
done something wrong.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 209

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

HALLOW. To set apart; to consecrate; to keep holy.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 292

HEAVEN. The Bible used this word to describe the eternal life of the believers 
with Jesus. The word is also used to simply speak of the sky. with Jesus. The word is also used to simply speak of the sky.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 216216

HELL. The abode of the fallen angels and of the unbelievers.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 214

HERESY. False teaching.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203

HETERODOX. Other teaching. The word describes an individual 
or church body which teaches contrary to the word of God.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202

HIGH PRIEST. In the Old Testament the individual selected to offer the 
most important sacrifices for God’s people. Christ as our High Priest 
sacrificed Himself on the cross for the sins of all. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143

HOLY. Set apart from sin. Sinless.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111, 175

HOLY SPIRIT. The third person of God, equal to the Father and the Son.   . . . . . . . . . 173

HUMILIATION. The state of Christ’s life when He chose not to use 
His divine powers fully.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 153

HYPOCRITE. An unbeliever who pretends to be a believer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

IDOLATRY. The worship of false gods.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28

IMAGE OF GOD. A phrase used in the Bible to tell how God created human 
beings like Him in righteousness, holiness, and perfect knowledge. beings like Him in righteousness, holiness, and perfect knowledge.   . . . . . . . . .   . . . . . . . . . 120120

IMMORALITY. Evil; sin; especially sexual sins. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70

IMMORTALITY. Never dying. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120, 151

IMPENITENT. A spiritual state in which a person is not sorry for his or her sin(s) 
and does not believe in Jesus for forgiveness.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 245

INCARNATION. Getting a body. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136

INSPIRE. To breathe into. Inspiration. God breathed into the holy writers 
the words He wanted in the Bible.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

INTERCEDE. To go between; to do something in another’s behalf. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143
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INVISIBLE. Can't be seen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

JUSTIFY. To declare “Not guilty”; the verdict of a judge. Justification. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 207 

KEYS. Tools used to lock and unlock. Jesus gave His disciples the keys of 
the kingdom with the power to lock and unlock heaven. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 243

KING. One who rules. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144

KINGDOM OF GOD. The gracious rule of God.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 296

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

LAW. The word of God which tells us what to do and what not to do and 
the punishment for breaking it.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

MAN. The foremost of God’s visible creation.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 118, 120

MARRIAGE. The union of a man and a woman rightfully living together 
as husband and wife. as husband and wife.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6464

MEANS OF GRACE. Tools the Holy Spirit uses to create and preserve faith. 
The Means of Grace is the gospel in word and sacrament. . . . . . . . . . . . . 176, 243

MERCY. Pity; a feeling of being sorry for someone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105

MESSIAH. See Christ.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141

MINISTER. To serve. It is also a noun meaning servant. 
Pastors are sometimes called ministers. 

MIRACLE. A supernatural act. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 124

MISSION WORK. The activity of preaching the gospel especially to those 
who have not heard it yet. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200

MORTAL. Subject to death. Dying. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

NATURAL LAW. The knowledge of the law which God wrote into 
human hearts. Romans 2:15  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25

NATURAL MEANS. NATURAL MEANS. God preserves His creation normally through the laws of nature.God preserves His creation normally through the laws of nature. . . 124124

NEIGHBOR. One’s fellow man. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

NEW MAN. The new spiritual nature created by the Holy Spirit.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 241
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OATH. A solemn request that God listen to what we say and punish us if we 
do not tell the truth. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34

OFFICES of Christ. These are the tasks of His mission: Prophet, Priest, and King.   . . . 141

OLD ADAM. The sinful nature of human beings.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 238

OMNIPOTENT.  All powerful; almighty. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111

OMNIPRESENT. Present everywhere.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111

OMNISCIENT. All knowing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111

ORIGINAL SIN. The sin which every human being inherits from his or her parents. . . . 98

ORTHODOX. Straight teaching. It describes a church which teaches the 
word of God in its truth and purity.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

PASTOR. Shepherd; the title used of a person in the public parish ministry   . . . . . . . . 247

PENITENT. A spiritual state in which a person is sorry for his or her sins and 
believes in Jesus for the forgiveness of sins. believes in Jesus for the forgiveness of sins. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 246246

PERJURY. Lying after swearing to tell the truth. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34

PERSONAL JUSTIFICATION. Believing that God has declared me “Not guilty.” . . . . . 210

PRAISE. To honor, especially of God in worship. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35

PRAYER. A heart-to-heart talk with God. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35, 280

PRESERVE. To keep or make something last. God preserves His creation. Preservation. 123

PRIEST. Sacrificer.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143 

PROPHET. One who “speaks for” someone else; a mouthpiece.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142

PROPITIATION. Satisfactory payment.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

RANSOM. A price paid to set someone free. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147

REAL PRESENCE. A phrase which describes the Bible teaching that Christ’s body 
and blood are really present with the bread and wine in the and blood are really present with the bread and wine in the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 265

RECONCILE. To make friends; to make peace. Reconciliation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 207

REDEEM. To buy back. Redemption. Ransom. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145

REGENERATE. To be “born again” from an unbeliever to a believer.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . 178

RELIGIOUS UNIONISM. A sharing of worship and joint church work by those 
who do not agree on what the Bible teaches. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202

REPENTANCE. Sorrow for sins and faith in Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of sins.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87, 240, 249
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REPRESENTATION. A false teaching of Holy Communion which says that the 
bread and wine only represent Christ’s body and blood.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 265

RESURRECTION. Coming to life after being dead. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 158, 213

RIGHTEOUS. Those who believe that God has declared them “Not guilty.” . . . . 143, 150 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

SABBATH. “Rest.” In the Old Testament the Sabbath Day was Saturday. . . . . . . . . . . . 38

SACRAMENT. A sacred act, instituted by Christ, using earthly elements to 
give spiritual blessings. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 176, 221

SACRIFICE. SACRIFICE. An offering to God to atone for one’s sins.  An offering to God to atone for one’s sins.    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143143

SAINT. A holy one; one set apart from sin by the power of the Holy Spirit.  . . . . . . . . 192

SALVATION.  The state of being saved; the eternal inheritance of the believers.  . . . . 215

SANCTIFY.  To set apart from sin.  Sanctification.  The word is used to describe 
the work of the Holy Spirit.    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 175

SANCTIFICATION.  Wide sense -  everything the Holy Spirit does to create and 
preserve faith; narrow sense - everything the Holy Spirit does to produce 
in believers the fruits of faith.    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 175

SATAN.  The name of the chief of the fallen angels.    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130

SCRIPTURE(S).  What is written.  It is another word for the Bible.    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

SIN.  Breaking God’s law.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15, 97

SON.  The second person of God, equal to the Father and the Holy Ghost.  . . . . . . . . 134

SOUL.  The life-part of our being which when united with the body makes 
us a human being with the ability to think, feel, and desire.    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102

SPIRIT.  A being without a body.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110

SPIRITUAL DEATH.  The separation of an individual from God; 
the spiritual state of an unbeliever.    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102

SPONSOR.  A person who is asked not only to witness a baptism but 
also be concerned about the child’s spiritual welfare.    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 231

SPOUSE.  A marriage partner.    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63

STATES of Christ’s life: the state of humiliation and the state of exaltation.  
2nd Article.    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 152ff

SWEAR.  To take an oath.    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34

TEMPORAL DEATH.  The separation of a body and soul.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102

TEMPT.  To test; to create a situation which makes sin or unbelief appear 
attractive and desirable.  Temptation.  A seduction to sin.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 311
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TIME OF GRACE.  The period of one’s life on this earth during which God 
confronts him or her with the gospel.    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56, 306

TRANSUBSTANTIATION.  A false teaching of Holy Communion which says that 
the bread and wine actually change into Christ’s body and blood.    . . . . . . . . . 265

TRIBULATION.  Suffering; trouble.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126, 302, 314

TRINITY. Three-in-one.  T here are three persons in one God. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26

TRIUNE. See Trinity

TWO NATURES of Christ – that He was both true God and true man. . . . . . . . . . . . 137

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

UNBELIEVER. One who does not believe in Jesus for the forgiveness of his or her sins  115

UNIVERSAL JUSTIFICATION. God declared the whole world “Not guilty” of their sins 208

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

VERBAL INSPIRATION. “Word by word.”  God breathed into the holy writers the very 
words He wanted in the Bible  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9

VICARIOUS ATONEMENT.VICARIOUS ATONEMENT. Vicarious means substitute.  The phrase describes  Vicarious means substitute.  The phrase describes 
the work of Christ, who as our substitute did what was necessary to set 
things right between God and man by dying on the cross to save us 
from our sins  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

WORD OF GOD. See Bible.

WORSHIP. The activity of believers who respond in honor and praise to the 
great things God has done for them in Christ; to adoregreat things God has done for them in Christ; to adore. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41, 4241, 42
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