In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirite.
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Text: 1 Peter 1:1-9

Theme: REJOICE GREATLY IN THE TRIUNE GOD!
- He chose you from eternity
- He has begotten you in time
- He keeps you to the end

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of,God the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. Amen

Augustine was one of the great Christian mind$iefdarly church. He lived about 300
years after Jesus ascended into heaven. Theistofg of Augustine that one day he was
walking on the beach contemplating the teachinthefTrinity. He was, as we hope to do today,
reflecting on the fact that Scripture clearly tezsthat there is only one God, but that this one
God has revealed Himself as three separate, bat pgtsons - God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Spirit. The story goes that as Auigesivas walking along the shore he came
upon a young boy digging a ditch in the sand. WhAegustine asked this boy what he hoped to
accomplish with his ditch, the boy replied, “I waatempty the sea into my ditch!” Augustine
came to realize that he was trying to do the sdmmg toy trying to fit the hugeness of the Triune
God into his little brain.

It is hard for our minds to understand how there loa three Persons - Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit - but only one God. To our minds it wid make more sense to say that there are
three Gods since there are three Persons. Thémnke creeds like the Athanasian (which we
will use later in our service) would be much simmplBut God is much bigger than our minds,
isn't He. He does not do things that only makesedo our minds. His ways our higher than
our ways and His thoughts than ours. To try tthigt Triune God into our little brains is like
trying to dig a hole for the ocean to drain into.

The Triune God wants us to know Him in a real peatavay. Thus He has revealed
Himself to us through His Word. He has revealed Hhe is One God, but three Persons. The
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are threeqrexsbut one God. They are all equal in majesty
and power. None is greater, none is less. Thr&2ne, One-in-Three.

This teaching of the Trinity is one that we mayggle with from time to time as we, like
Augustine, try to fit the ocean of God into the frddch of our minds. But when we examine it
under the light of Scripture we see that is a rhtedsed teaching. Let us then on this Trinity
Sunday examine God’s Word and rejoice greatly enTthune God. Let us rejoice greatly as we
hear how He has chosen us from eternity, bego&en time, and promises to keep us to the end.
To guide our discussion this morning we turn toeePsffirst epistle, chapter one, beginning with
the first verse. Please rise for the reading eftéxt:

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the pilgrimfsthe Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia,
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, elect accordingthe foreknowledge of God the Father, in



sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and spkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to
you and peace be multiplied. Blessed be the Godl Bather of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
according to His abundant mercy has begotten us iaga a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to arheritance incorruptible and undefiled and
that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for,yeho are kept by the power of God through
faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the tasne. In this you greatly rejoice, though now
for a little while, if need be, you have been greelby various trials, that the genuineness of
your faith, being much more precious than gold thpérishes, though it is tested by fire, may
be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revedat of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen
you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet behgyyou rejoice with joy inexpressible and
full of glory, receiving the end of your faith — #asalvation of your souls.

So far the Word of God.

HE CHOSE YOU IN ETERNITY

Your parents love you, right? But they did notshgou to be their child. You were the
child God gave them. Still their love is quiteostg for you. However, when someone adopts a
child, those parents chose that boy or girl tohsértvery own. Out of all the orphaned children
in the world, these parents chose that child, dnotlwat child into their home, fed and clothed
that child, and called him or her son or daughtérat child should never stop thanking that
husband and wife for bringing him or her into tHamily and loving him or her as if it were
their own child by birth.

We begin then to see the great love the Triune liasdavished on us when we hear in
verse two of our text that Christians aedect according to the foreknowledge of God the
Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for obedrece and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus
Christ.” In this verse we learn how each person of the-IBeatl was active in choosing us.
First we hear that we were elect according to ¢cinekinowledge of God the Father. In Ephesians
1 we learn that this foreknowledge of God doessimaply go to the time before we were born,
but all the way back to before the heavens aneainin were created. Think of that! Before “in
the beginning” God the Father in His infinite fonekvledge chose you to be His child! He
elected you and predestined you to be His son.

God the Holy Spirit was also active in this elegfithis choosing of you. It is the Spirit
who would set you apart from a dying and unbeligworld unto God. This is the sanctification
of the Spirit that Peter writes of. As the eldw Spirit would set you aside for God’s holy
purposes. This would be done by the Spirit briggiau to faith. This is the obedience that is
spoken of. Obedience to the Gospel, obediencaitbf f believing in the Gospel and in Jesus
Christ as Savior.

But this election could not have been done witl@®od the Son. It is only by the blood
of the Son of God that we could ever be brougltt ihe household of God. Isaiah writégour
iniquities have separated you from your God; Andwyains have hidden His face from ycu
(1s59:2) Our sin ruined our relationship with the Triuneds The only way that the Father
would chose to adopt us as sons is if we weredlestnsed. And that is where the sprinkling of
the blood of Jesus Christ comes in. ®oithout shedding of blood there is no remissidn.

(Heb 9:22b) John writes in his first epistl&he blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us
from all sin.” (1Jn 1:7b) Only the blood of the Son of God was precious ehdogleanse and
purify us from the filth of our sin.



So you see, all the way from eternity the Triunel@@s determined to save you by
choosing you to be a child of God. The Father3bme, and the Holy Spirit were all involved in
different ways but they were all working as onehose you from eternity. Rejoice greatly in the
Triune God who chose you!

BEGOTTEN IN TIME

From eternity we move to the time in which we lteday. We were to our parents born
with physical life - that is our hearts were begtiour lungs were breathing, our brains were
active. Though we emerged from our mother’s wointe and kicking, each one of us was born
spiritually dead. Our spiritual hearts were natbeg with the love for God and our neighbor,
our spiritual lungs were not breathing praises ¢al Gior were our spiritual brains contemplating
the glory of God and keeping His commandmentst thesopposite. We were dead in our
trespasses and sins. We were born sinners, gesblir parents were, and their parents tracing all
the way back to Adam and Eve. As Jesus told Nicadg"That which is born of flesh is
flesh.” (Jn 3:6) The only thing a sinful father and a sinful matban reproduce is a sinful child.
And a child of sin, our future was bleak and d&uk,of judgment and God’s wrath.

But rejoice greatly in the Triune God! He had otplans. From eternity He chose you to
be His child and in time you were begotten agaia lwing hope! Verses 3 and“Blessed be
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, whoading to His abundant mercy has
begotten us again to a living hope through the remaction of Jesus Christ form the dead, to
an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and thatoes not fade away, reserved in heaven
for you.” Though born spiritual dead in sins, we were lagain by the abundant mercy of God.
God the Father who chose you, used the Gospehtbisis Holy Spirit into your heart to breath
spiritual life into you. For most of us, this hamed when the Spirit worked through the water
and Word in Baptism. For others it was the Worthef Gospel as it was spoken to them. Either
way, God used His tools and you were born of théat3p a new and living hope.

This living hope is centered in the resurrectiod@dus Christ from the dead. If Christ
had not risen, we would have no hope. There wbaldo assurance of sins forgiven. There
would be no promise of our resurrection from thaddeThere would be no hope of heaven. But
Jesus did rise from the dead. Our sins are all fori Because He lives we too shall live. And
because the Son rose, the Triune God has an ahegireserved for us in heaven. An
inheritance of grace that cannot be corrupted blede This inheritance does not fade over time.
Heaven will be just as grand and glorious for ysiutavas for Abraham and Elijah. Therefore
rejoice greatly in the Triune God who has begoytaunin time to this living hope!

KEEPS YOU

And yet we’re not quite there yet, are we? Weicejgreatly that our Triune God has
chosen us to be His children and that He made sigliidren by calling us to faith in Jesus. We
rejoice to hear that the glories of heaven willerefade or change. But we aren’t quite there yet.
We are right now in the middle of our race of faatid maybe we are worried. We know that in
any race things can go wrong. We can get trippednad we can fall. We know of countless
Christians who have fallen from the faith when thayre allured away by the world. We worry
about being able to cross the finish line or werwabout our children crossing the finish line in
heaven.

Well, let us not make the mistake of making Godmall that He fits inside our head.



Listen once again to what the Triune God promisetot He who chose us and begot us
promises to keep us to the end. Vers&\Ho are kept by the power of God through faith for
salvation ready to be revealed in the last timdt”is true, the Church is under daily assault.
Satan, the world, and even our own sinful fleshcktius relentlessly and try to trip us up and
make us fall in this race. But we are kept bygberer of the Triune God and no one is more
powerful than God!

This guarding and keeping is the work of each pecfdhe Trinity as well. Listen to
what Jesus said in the Good Shepherd section of J@Hl give them eternal life, and they
shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch theout of My hand. My Father, who has
given them to Me, is greater than all; and no oreable to snatch them out of My Father's
hand.” (Jn 10:28-29) The Good Shepherd along with God the Father giotéis sheep from
the wolf.

Likewise God the Holy Spirit is active to keep nghe faith unto the end. We have
become very familiar with the words of Philippiah13,“The peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds thmgh Christ Jesus.” The Holy Spirit is at
work to guard our hearts and minds from all atteskdut just as God has tools to bring us to
faith, God has tools to keep us in the faith. Tbat is the Gospel, both in Word and Sacrament.
The Holy Spirit uses the peace of God which weivectrough the Means of Grace to guard
our hearts and minds from all attackers. The t@ing Triune God used to bring us to faith, is
the very thing He promises to use to keep us irfditle until the end. Rejoice greatly in the
Triune God!

The teaching of the Trinity is hard to understanthwur minds. It is like trying to drain
an ocean into a ditch. It is too great and toosamwes for us to comprehend with our sin-tainted
minds. However, by faith we see just how glorithis teaching is! In His Word we hear how
each person of the God-head is actively involvesiving us. From choosing us from eternity,
to calling us to faith, to keeping to the end, Gloel Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit
are active in the salvation of our souls. Fromifr@gg to end, our salvation is entirely the work
of the Triune God in us. Even though we facedrald tribulations in this life, it brings us
inexpressible joy to know that the God of all clreatwvants us to be with Him in heaven. Let us
always greatly rejoice in the Triune God! Amen.



