God has gone up with a shout - The LORD with thensloof a trumpet!
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Text: Ephesians 4:7-16
Hymn: 216:1
Theme: The Blessings of Ascension
- Jesus fills all things
216:2
- Jesus gives gifts to His Church
216:3
- Growing up together in love

Dear fellow redeemed in Christ Jesus, our ascebdetiwho fills all in all, grace and peace to
you in His name,

If someone were to ask you what the big deal isitaB@od Friday, how would answer?
“What's the big deal about Good Friday?! That wesday that the Son of God died to save me!
That was the day that Jesus gave His life as &isador my sin! That was the day my Savior
Jesus did everything necessary for me to be fongividhat’s the big deal about Good Friday!”
We all know the blessings of Good Friday. | ththk same could be said about Christmas,
Easter, and Pentecost. We know the blessingeéthpecial days. We know why at those
times of year we have special worship services.

But what about Ascension Day? If someone werekoyau what the big deal about
Ascension Day, would you know what to answer getting more and more rare to hear of
churches having services on Ascension Day. Aaddrknow we are the only church in Hecla
having services tonight. When one of our kids shiel wouldn’t be able to attend a school
concert because of church tonight, many of heratirgoing friends had no idea why there
would be church tonight. So why are we here tarfigivhat are the blessings of Ascension?
Let us explore this question tonight as we hedhetlessings that Jesus fills all things, that
Jesus has given gifts to the Church, and that weggow up together in Christ.

To guide us this evening we turn to Paul’s lettethie Ephesians, chapter four, beginning
with the seventh verse:

But to each one of us grace was given accordinghte measure of Christ's gift. 8

Therefore He says: "When He ascended on high, Hd aptivity captive, And gave

gifts to men." 9 (Now this, "He ascended" -- whabes it mean but that He also first

descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10Wi® descended is also the One who
ascended far above all the heavens, that He mighgafl things.) 11 And He Himself
gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some estsgand some pastors and
teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints foetlwork of ministry, for the edifying of
the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the uyiof the faith and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measuréhef stature of the fullness of Christ;

14 that we should no longer be children, tossedtal fro and carried about with every



wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the nning craftiness of deceitful plotting,
15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow upat things into Him who is the head -
- Christ -- 16 from whom the whole body, joined akdit together by what every joint
supplies, according to the effective working by wihievery part does its share, causes
growth of the body for the edifying of itself in l@.

This is the Word of God given by inspiration of Hisly Spirit for the growth of the body
of Christ. This is the one sure foundation on Wwhiou can build your faith and your hope for
eternal life. That God would use His Word to setpart for His holy purposes, we préyord,
sanctify us by Your truth, Your word is truthAmen.

JESUS FILLS ALL THINGS

Do you find it rather odd that we joyously celekratday when Jesus left us? Usually
when people leave us it makes us sad. We cryadugtion wondering if we will see our
classmates ever again, we cry when our friends raesay, and we cry at funerals. But when
Jesus departed earth and ascended into heavejoiee?e Seems like an odd reaction. Wouldn'’t
it have been better if Jesus hadn’'t ascended sdwdn? Then Jesus would still be with us. We
could look at the nail prints in His hands and féafe could hear the voice of our Good
Shepherd as He speaks to us.

It seems as though the apostles didn’t know horeacot when they saw Jesus ascend into
heaven. We heard today how after Jesus ascenaletthély continued to look “steadfastly into
heaven.” (Acts 1:10) It took to angels to telltheshat to do next. We know that after Jesus
rose from the dead that Mary Magdalene didn’t wargtee Jesus go anywhere and she clung to
Him. But how did Jesus react®o not cling to Me, for | have not yet ascended My Father;
but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I am ascemglito My Father and your Father, and to
My God and your God.”(Jn 20:17) Jesus’ work was not done with His resurrectibims
ascension into heaven was an important and eslseattaof His redemptive work.

When the Son of God humbled Himself and becameMam in the womb of the virgin
Mary, He laid aside His omnipresence. That is g&&s only in one place at one time. But that
all changed when Jesus ascended into heaven.wRtad in verses 9 and 10Jow this, "He
ascended" -- what does it mean but that He alssfidescended into the lower parts of the
earth? He who descended is also the One who asedrdr above all the heavens, that He
might fill all things. One of the great blessings of Ascension is tastig now fills all things.
Jesus is no longer limited to one place at one.tikhe is able to be with all believers at all times
Because Jesus fills all things He keeps His Greati@ission promisé’/And lo, | am with you
always, even to the end of the agéMt 28:20b) Because He fills all things, Jesus can keep His
promise to be with every single Christian assemabbyind the world at the same tini&or
where two or three are gathered together in My ngrham there in the midst of them.{Mt
18:20) Because Jesus fills all things He can be withwben you are at school and your dad
when his in the field.

This is one of the blessings of Ascension - ha@scended to God'’s right hand, Jesus
fills all things.

HYMN 216:2



JESUS GIVES GIFTS TO THE CHURCH

So are any of you going to go home and open presenight? Probably not. Typically
we do gift exchanges on Christmas and maybe oreEass far as | know, I've never heard of
anyone opening Ascension Day gifts. But as we bkanother of the blessings of Ascension in
our text, we are left to wonder if that might netd good tradition to begin. Listen to verses
seven and eight agaitBut to each one of us grace was given accordinghe measure of
Christ’s gift. Therefore He says: ‘When He ascerttlen high, He led captivity captive, and
gave gifts to men.” Another of the blessings of Ascension are thes gihich Jesus gives to His
Church.

Paul says that the Ascended Lord has given eaoh gifts. In His wisdom and grace He
measured out different gifts for each believerm8mf those gifts he lists in verse e
Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophetsgsvangelists, and some pastors and
teachers.” These are some of the gifts which the Ascended gave to His Church. The
Apostles are the Twelve men that Jesus persoralldcand sent out to spread the Gospel. It
was through these Apostles that Jesus would lajotiredation of the Church by their inspired
writings. Jesus also gave prophets as gifts tadHisrch. We hear of one prophet Jesus gave the
Church in Acts named Agabus, who foretold futurergs. In 1 Corinthians we also hear of
prophets who served the Church by expounding oitbiel of God. We also know of the
gospel preaching evangelists such as Philip whodtriothe good news about Jesus to the
Ethiopian eunuch. Of the gifts mentioned hereavemost familiar with pastors and teachers.
Jesus has given these gifts to His Church to shdptis people and teach them His Word.

This is by no means a complete list of the giftsascended Lord has given to His
Church. In Romans and 1 Corinthians we hear ogitte of miracles, healing, speaking and
interpreting different languages, helping, admnaisbn serving, teaching, exhorting,
encouraging, giving, leading, and showing mer@ye point is that Jesus has given each one of
you different gifts - gifts which fulfill a uniqueeed in His Church. Gifts which our ascended
Lord wants you to put to use for the good of Hisufeh. This is another one of the blessings of
Ascension - Jesus giving gifts to His Church.

HYMN 216:3

GROWING UP TOGETHER IN LOVE

Paul writes of the purpose of the gifts our ascdrdwd has given to His Church in verse
12, “for the equipping of the saints for the work of mistry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ.” Whether it is apostle, prophet, evangelist, at@aand teacher the goal is to equip you
for the work of service in the kingdom of God. Ayaur work of service is done for the building
up of the body of Christ. This was why Jesus gaxeh different gifts to His Church - that we
might grow up together in Christ. This is anotbkthe blessings of Ascension.

Throughout Scripture the Holy Christian Churchityred as a body with Christ as its
head. As our own bodies have grown throughoutiees, so too do we grow as members of the
body of Christ. When we were brought to faith inriSt we were infants in the faith. As infants
in the faith we needed to grow in the basic teaghwf Christ. Things like baptism, Creation,
the Trinity, salvation by grace through faith inrGhJesus, the resurrection, and the Last Day.
The milk, as it were, of God’s Word.

But once we learn about those basic teachingsrt8e we are by no means done



growing in our faith. As long as we have breatloum lungs there is more growing to be done.
We need to go from being nursed on the bottlejrimg on the meatier parts of Scripture. The
body of Christ needs to continue to grow tipl, we all come to the unity of the faith and the
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man,ite measure of the stature of the fullness of
Christ.” We will never come to a perfect or complete mafaibh until we are in heaven. We
will never reach the measure fo the stature ofuhieess of Christ until we see Jesus face to
face.

Until that time we have growing to do, don’'t wey Bo means have we begun to plunge
the depths of God’s Word. We need to continu®ad writes in verse 15speaking the truth
in love, may grow up in all things into Him who ite head - Christ.” We speak the truth of
God’s Word in love and thereby continue growingagether in Christ.

But this cannot be done in isolation. Every sir@heistian is important as we mature in
the faith.“Christ — from whom the whole body, joined and knittgether by what every joint
supplies, according to the effective working by wihievery part does its share, causes the
growth of the body for the edifying of itself inl@.” Only when every part does its share does
the body grow up. Together we support and stramgtine another in the faith. YOU are
important, no, you are ESSENTIAL to this growinglanaturing. Jesus needs you and your
fellow believer needs you to do your part to halgdup the body in love. This is another of the
blessings of Ascension - using the gifts He hasmiys to grow up together in love.

So what'’s the big deal about Ascension Day? Dotlionk you could answer that
guestion now? This is the day that our crucified esen Lord ascended to His rightful place -
at the right hand of God the Father almighty. €hde fills all things - in heaven and on earth.
Jesus ascended into heaven to give each one dtsus gjfts that He wants us to use to help
build up the body of Christ. These are just somé® blessings of Ascension and this is the
reason we assemble to worship our Savior on thjks Baaise be to Jesus, our Ascended Lord!
Amen!



