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Text: Romans 8:35-39 - Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Asitiswritten:

“For Your sakewe are killed all day long;

We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.”

Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. For | am
persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor principalities nor powers, nor things
present nor thingsto come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God which isin Christ Jesusour Lord.

Theme: OUR CONFIDENCE IN CHRIST
- Undefeatable
- Inseparable

Dear fellow victorsin the love of Christ, fellow redeemed,

Do you “hope” you'll go to heaven or do you HAVE hope that you'll go to heaven? There
isabig difference between the two. A year or so before arriving in Hecla, | went out to eat at a
L ebanese restaurant with a couple from the congregation. During the dinner the husband struck
up a conversation with the waitress where we learned she was a Christian. To which the husband
replied something to the effect of, “Isn’t it wonderful to know that whatever adversities happen
tousin our life, we know we're going to heaven?’ At thisthe waitress replied, “Well, | hope
I’m going to heaven.” The way she used that word “hope”’ we were pretty sure she was not
talking about that certain hope which Scripture speaks of. The way in which she said it left usto
think that she hoped she was going to heaven, just like she hoped a package was coming in the
mail tomorrow. By no means a certain hope, but rather uncertainty that heaven would be her
eternal destination.

This eighth chapter of Romans is one of those great chaptersin which the Lord wishes to
reassure the Christian. We heard some of the precious promises of this chapter in our New
Testament reading. Like Romans 8:1 - “ Thereis therefore now no condemnation to those who
arein Christ Jesus.” Or Romans 8:28 - “ And we know that all things work together for good
to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.” And Romans 8:31 -
“If God isfor us, who can be against us?” Romans 8 then concludes with a joyous hymn of
praise - a hymn which we have for our text this morning.

The believer in Christ faces pressure from every direction to deny Christ. Ever since the
fall into sin, believersin the one, true God have faced adversity and persecution. Abel was killed
by his brother Cain. Many of God'’ s prophets were killed, simply because they spoke the Word
of God. Stephen was stoned to death for preaching the truth of God’'sWord. The Apostles
James, Peter, and Paul were killed because they followed and preached Jesus Christ and Him
crucified. Thedevil thinksthat if our lives are in jeopardy, then we will deny the faith and deny
our Lord. But the Lord wants usto be confident. And so in the Lord gave these words of



Romans 8 to build up our confidence in Him and in our eternal future. Let ustherefore examine
“Our Confidence in Christ.” Confidence that in Christ we cannot be defeated and we cannot be
separated from Hislove. May the Holy Spirit increase our confidence by His Word!

UNDEFEATABLE

“8for 8in‘08.” If you have been following the Olympics this week, you have probably
seen some pretty amazing things. The top story is the United States super-swimmer, Michael
Phelps. He tied and then broke the thirty-six year old record of Mark Spits for the most gold
medals won at one Olympic game - winning his eighth gold medal last night. Not only that but
in every competition he swam in he broke a record - seven World Records and one Olympic
Record. Michael Phelps was undefeated in every competition he entered - whether it was by two
seconds or one one-hundredth of a second. No one was better or faster than he was in the pool.

On the other hand then there is the USA Basketball team. At one time team USA
Basketball was viewed as ateam that could not be defeated, because of all the superior NBA
stars playing on the team. That was until 2002. Then other national teams began to beat team
USA and as aresult this team has not won a major championship in 8 years. Will team USA
once again show it superior basketball skills remaining undefeated and winning the gold medal ?

Some day Michael Phelps will lose a swimming competition. He will get older and
dower. Hewill not remain undefeated forever. But imagine for amoment, what life would be
like knowing you could never be defeated. Regardless of the competition and the opponent - you
could never be defeated. No one could ever defeat you physically. No one could ever defeat
you mentally. Would there be anything that you would be afraid of ? Would there be any reason
to be insecure about yourself in any situation, knowing that no one could defeat ?

What about your faith life? Do you fedl that nothing can defeat you from getting to
heaven? Or areyou like that waitress that said she “hoped” she was going to heaven?

Before we go any further, we must stop here and make something very clear. Our theme
for today is, “Our Confidence IN CHRIST.” In our text for today we find the words “through
Him” and “in Christ” which point to the one IN WHOM we place our faith and our hope. Thisis
avery important point, one that we need to be crystal clear on - if we are to be confident that we
are going to heaven, this confidence can be found ONLY in Christ. Take Christ out of the
equation and there is no confidence - only uncertainty and false hope.

The devil isavery red, very dangerous enemy. Even Adam and Eve who were holy and
without sin were led into temptation by the devil and sinned against God. It isthe devil’sdesire
to get all believersto rgject Jesus and reject the faith. The devil will do all he can to get usto
curse God. Take, for instance, Job. How did the devil attack Job to get him to curse God? The
devil attacked Job’s family and earthly possessions. The devil then attacked Job physically with
sores al over hisbody. All to get Job to reject God.

The devil hasthe world at his fingertips as he tries to pressure us into disobeying God and
denying our faith. In our text Paul gives abrief summary of the various different things that
Christians have faced and will face because of their faith. The pressure of tribulations, the
hopeless feeling of distress, the pain of persecution, the hunger of famine, the embarrassment of
nakedness, the pain of peril and sword. Christians have faced all these things as forms of
persecution. We too may have to face some of these things. The old evil foe thinks that by
threatening our bodily welfare, we will get frustrated and turn fromChrist.

Asawolf drools at the sight sheep whom he views as an easy kill, so too the world counts



believersin Christ as easy prey and does not place much value on their lives - as sheep for
slaughter, Paul callsus. Because of Christ, believersarekilled all day long. Believersfacethe
threat of death around ever corner because of Jesus. And Jesus told us to expect these things. In
John 15 Jesus tells all Hisfollowers, “1f the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before
it hated you... 'A servant is not greater than hismaster.' |f they persecuted Me, they will also
persecute you.” (vv. 18,20)

So should we livein fear? Should we keep silent about our faith, lest an enemy of Christ
find out and make fun of us or hurt us? Or maybe we should just reject Jesus and live our lives
on thisworld in peace. “In theworld you will have tribulation;” Jesus says, “ but be of good
cheer, | have overcometheworld." (John 16:33) Jesus has overcome the world. By rising from
the dead, Jesus showed that nothing could conquer Him - not even the greatest enemy of death.
Jesus then ascended into heaven and now has everything is under hisfeet. Jesus has overcome
theworld. Hisresurrection meanslife for al who follow Him.

Paul triumphantly proclaimsthat in Christ we are undefeatable. Even though the world
and the devil thinks of our lives as worthless, just as they did of Jesus, “ Yet in all these things
we are more than conquerorsthrough Him who loved us.” In al these things, these
tribulations, distresses, persecutions, famines, nakedness, peril or sword - in all these things we
are “super-victors’ through Him who loved us. Without Christ we are easily defeated. And
Jesus Christ knew how easily we could be defeated and so in His love He defeated our enemies
for us. And now through Christ we cannot be defeated. Thisis the confidence we havein Christ.

INSEPARABLE

Now Paul asks the question, “ Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?” If the
love of Christ was so great that He was willing to shed His blood and die for us, who could ever
separate us from that love? The way Paul asks the question we expect an answer of “NO ONE.”
Thisisthe confidence that isoursin Christ. For | am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor
depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is
in Christ Jesusour Lord. Nothing. No matter how great or how powerful the opposition may
seem - NOTHING is so powerful asto tear us away from the love of God whichisin Christ
Jesus our Lord. Not even that greatest of threats - death itself - can separate us from that love.

Y et, how many times haven’t we wondered? How many times haven’t we doubted?
What isit that causes us to doubt? Isn’'t it always our sin and our guilt? We fed that maybe
we' ve done something so awful, so terrible that we don’t deserve heaven. Well, asfar as WE are
concerned, we'reright. We don’'t deserve heaven. As sinners who have disobeyed God' swill,
justice requires that He punish us for our sin and our conscience tells us that.

But in these times of doubt and uncertainty we must flee to the love of Christ. No where
do we see the love of Christ more clearly than on the cross. We see just how great God's love
and Jesus’' lovewasfor us. So great was Jesus' love that He was willing to take all of our sins -
great and small - upon Himself and suffer for those sins. So great was the love Christ had for us
that He suffered God’ s wrath in our place. When He said “It isfinished” He meant it. There was
nothing left to suffer - He had suffered all for us. Then we need to journey to the tomb where the
body of Jesuswaslaid. Isthe dead body of Jesus still in that tomb? NO! Jesuslives! Hewas
raised again for our justification. God raising Jesus from the dead was an announcement to the
world and all enemies of God. God announced that He accepted Jesus payment for our sins by



raising Him from the dead.

THISISTHE LOVE OF GOD! THISIS THE LOVE OF CHRIST! The God who did
not spare His only begotten Son, but delivered Him up for us all - for my sins - for your sins -
will not the same God who did that, then freely give us all things? If God is for us, who can be
against us? What do we have to fear? What do we have to be afraid of ? What can separate us
from the love of God that isin Christ Jesus our Lord? NOTHING!!! Even in death we go to be
with our Lord eternally in heaven. Inseparablein Christ.

Thisisour confidence in Christ. No foeis so powerful, no threat is so great, no trial, no
tribulation can ever defeat usin Christ - because Christ is greater than them all. Thereisno need
to doubt or feel insecure about our eterna futurein Christ. In Christ we are safe and secure,
nothing can separate us from God'slove. Thereis therefore now no condemnation for those who
arein Christ Jesus! God be praised for His great love! AMEN.



